
 

RIVER GROVE REVIEW  

From the Mayorôs Deské. 

Dear Residents, 

It seems like yesterday that I was happy to see everything turning green. Now as we 
look toward the glorious colors of fall, we realize that once again construction season 
is coming to a close. It has been a very productive year with many residents now 
enjoying their new streets. 

Our summer programs went well and I enjoyed seeing so many of our residents. Our 
Fall Jubilee is October 3

rd
 and once again I hope to see you there. Our local Girl Scouts 

will be collecting Non-perishable food items for the Village Food Pantry at the Fall 
Jubilee gate. Please bring a donation to make their effort worthwhile. In the meantime I 
would like to thank them for their effort and consideration of less fortunate Villagers. 

Please donôt hesitate to call my office with any questions or concerns. 

Marilynn J. May  

 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

October November 

3   Autumn Jubilee 

10   Halloween Craft Day Community Center 

13 RGS 7:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 

15 RGS 7:00 pm PTA Meeting 

19 
RS Board of Education Meeting - 6:30pm  

27 RGS 7:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 
 

9 
RS Board of Education Meeting - 6:30pm  

10 RGS 7:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 

11 RGS  Veteran's Day  

19 RGS  7:00 pm PTA Meeting 

20 
RS 7th/8th Grade Dance - 6:30pm  

24 RGS  7:00 pm Board of Education Meeting 

26   Thanksgiving Day 

28   GUERIN PREP Holiday Craft Show 10 to 3 PM 

30   Last home yard waste pick up 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

  

RIVER GROVE RECREATION DEPARTMENT  

COME STAR T YOUR JOURNEY HERE ...  The River Grove Recreation Department has teamed up with P.S. 
Yoga to offer yoga classes to the residents of River Grove (Ages 18 and up). These classes are perfect for beginners 
or those seeking a gentle yoga practice. In these classes you will1earn synchronized movements used to transition 
between sustained movement with breath. As you move through the classes you will also learn to focus on held to 
improve circulation and flexibility as well as improve tendon and hard tissue strength. 

Day:  Wednesday 

Location:  P.S. Yoga, 8009 W. Grand Ave 

Date:  October 7 - November 25 

Time:  7:30  - 8:30 p.m. 

Reg. Deadline: October 2, 2009 

Fee:  $65.00   or  $80.00 includes purchase of yoga mat 

Class size:  Min/Max:  5/20 

Registration forms are available at the River Grove Village Hall and payment is due at the time of 

registration. For more information or the availability of daytime classes, contact Jill Bishop, Rec. Dir. at 

708.453.8000 x303. 

HALLOWEEN FUN      Come pin us for some Halloween fun on October 10, 2009 from 10 - 11:30 a.m. 

at the Elmer Wolf Community Center, 2621 N. Thatcher Avenue (next to the police station). There will be 

crafts, snacks and Halloween Bingo. Pre-registration is required by October 2, 2009. Fill out the attached 

sign up slip and return it to the Recreation Department at the Village Hall. 

HALLOWEEN FUN     Pre-registration is required by October 2, 2009 

Name of participant Age 

    

    

    

    

(Children under 7 must be accompanied by an adult)              Telephone No.: 

_______________________ 

  



 

Basics for Flu Prevention       From Flu.gov 

Get vaccinated 

Vaccination is the best protection against 

contracting the flu. 
You need two vaccines to be fully protected this year. The 

seasonal flu vaccine and the H1N1 (Swine) flu vaccine are 

separate vaccinations. A seasonal vaccine is distributed 

routinely every year, the H1N1 (Swine) flu vaccine is in 

development for the fall of 2009. 

The seasonal vaccine is not expected to protect against the 

H1N1 (Swine) flu and the H1N1 (Swine) flu vaccine is not 

intended to replace the seasonal flu vaccine. Each protects 

against a different virus and is intended to be used along-side 

the other. Get both! 

Practice good hygiene  

Take common-sense steps to limit the spread of germs. Make 

good hygiene a habit. 

¶ Wash hands frequently with soap and water. 
¶ Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue when you cough or 

sneeze. 
¶ Cough or sneeze into your upper sleeve if you don't have a 

tissue. 
¶ Put used tissues in a waste basket. 
¶ Clean your hands after coughing or sneezing. Use soap and 

water or  an alcohol-based hand cleaner. 

  

If you are diagnosed with the flué 

¶ Stay home, follow your doctorôs orders, and watch for signs 

that you need immediate medical attention. Remain at home for 

7 days after your symptoms begin or until you have been 

symptom-free (no fever) for 24 hours, whichever is longer. 
¶ Avoid close contact with others, especially those who might 

easily get the flu, such as people of any age with chronic 

medical conditions (such as asthma, diabetes, or heart disease), 

pregnant women, young children, and infants. 
¶ Wear a facemask ï if available and tolerable ï when sharing 

common spaces with other household members to help prevent 

spreading the virus to others. This is especially important if 

other household members are at high risk for complications 

from influenza. 
¶ Get plenty of rest. 
¶ Drink clear fluids  such as water, broth, sports drinks, or 

electrolyte beverages made for infants to prevent becoming 

dehydrated. 
¶ Cover coughs and sneezes. 
¶ Clean hands with soap and water or an alcohol-based hand 

rub often, especially after using tissues and after coughing or 

sneezing into your hands. 
¶ Talk to your doctor about the prescription antivirals, 

Oseltamivir (TAMIFLU®) and Zanamivir (RELENZA®) 

CCDPH Call for VOLUNTEERS 

The novel H1N1 influenza virus first appeared in suburban Cook County last Spring and has caused mild to severe 
illness resulting in hospitalization in both children and adults. However, children do not possess immunity to the virus 
and are considered at high risk for infection. As the U.S. enters its flu season, the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC) is concerned that the H1N1 virus may cause more illness and that it may be more severe. The CDC 
has recommended that children and young people 6 months through 24 years of age receive the H1N1 vaccine when 
it becomes available. Vaccination is the best way to protect children from this potentially serious virus. 

Locally, Cook County Department of Public Health (CCDPH) officials are preparing to implement a voluntary, school-
based vaccination campaign in our community and they need help from licensed healthcare providers.  

 CCDPH is the state certified public health agency for suburban Cook County with the exception of Evanston, Skokie, 
Oak Park, and Stickney Township. Currently CCDPH is recruiting volunteers for the Cook County Medical Reserve 
Corps, an organized group of medical, non-medical and public health professionals willing to assist CCDPH during 
public health emergencies.   

ñWe are about to undertake the massive task of vaccinating a large number of suburban Cook County school-aged 
children with the H1N1 vaccine and we cannot do it alone,ò said CCDPH chief operating officer, Stephen A. Martin, 

http://www.flu.gov/
http://www.flu.gov/individualfamily/prevention/facemasks/index.html


Jr., Ph.D., M.P.H. ñWe need all licensed providers, as well as nurses and other healthcare workers to register with our 
Cook County Medical Reserve Corp to volunteer to vaccinate school children in suburban Cook County in the coming 
months.ò 

Please consider lending your skills and expertise to this very important community effort by volunteering with the Cook 
County Department of Public Health. 

 For more information and to register contact CCDPH: 

Visit: www.cookcountypublichealth.org 

Call: Jeannette Tandez, Volunteer Coordinator at 708-492-2820     Email: volunteer@ccdph.net 

 Welcome! to our New Businesses    

 Please support them. A strong community is a partnership between Business and Residents. 

 

  Zacatecas a Family run business since 1980 with 2 locations in 

Chicago is now open in River Grove. 

 Serving full American breakfasts along with Mexican fare for 

lunch and dinner, Vegetarian entrees also included.  

Family friendly, Kids entrees and Daily Specials .  

Full bar serving your favorite Beers, Wines and Liquors.   

Entertainment Starting soon: Thursday evening Karaoke 8pm, 

Friday evening Spanish & English singer 8pm.  

 

Rose, Michelle, Marilynn, Virginia & Ed at Zacatecas opening 

 

Visit Us on the Web     

What do you do when Esquire Magazine names you one of 

America' s 100 best bars?  Spawn a sibling, of course! 

Sheffield's is now up and running at our new location  

3131 Thatcher, River Grove 
That's right on the corner of Belmont & Thatcher. We've got 

a beautiful new room, a great menu of classic American fare 

and of course, the beer list we're famous for.  

Give us a call at (708) 452-3131 or, better yet, come out and 

see us. It's worth the trip!  

 

Rocky, Marilynn & Ric at Sheffield's opening 

http://www.cookcountypublichealth.org/
mailto:volunteer@ccdph.net
http://www.sheffieldschicago.com/menus


 

 

ABI Insurance Agency  has just open doors in River Grove.  

 As Agents for ABI and residents of the Village we would like to 

introduce ourselves. Our business goal is to create an outstanding 

knowledge-sharing service for customers. But we would like also 

to share our extensive knowledge with others. By publishing 

articles On our site that pertain to protecting  today's lifestyles.  

Visit Us  at   ABI  

ABI Insurance Agency 

2725 Thatcher Ave., Suite 112 

River Grove, Illinois 60171 

(708) 869-1030  

Connection is good. In a world full of busy and fragmented 

lives, we at T-Mobile USA, Inc., have this idea that wireless 

communications can help. The value of our plans, the 

breadth of our coverage, the reliability of our network, and 

the quality of our service are meant to do one thing: help you 

stick together with the people who make your life come 

alive. Thatôs why weôre here. 

  

Mobile1 - Grand  
8400 W. Grand Ave. 

River Grove, IL 60171 

708-695-5655  
 

Phone Scams  NO  Village entity raises funds over the phone 

Residents Beware, 

River Grove Fire Chief Larry LaRiviere has become aware of recent telephone solicitations from a group that calls it 
self the ñIllinois Association of Disabled and Retired Firefighters. The callers have claimed that any donations will 
directly benefit the home community.  

Chief LaRiviere wants to make it perfectly clear that the River Grove Fire Department is in NO WAY connected to, nor 
endorses this solicitation and recommends extreme caution when considering any response to phone solicitations. If 
you have any questions about any organization or callers that claim an affiliation to the fire service, call Chief 
LaRiviere at the fire department before doing anything (708-453-1429). 

Protect yourself from fraud: 

¶ Never give credit card numbers, social security numbers or any other personal information if you did not 
initiate the call. 

¶ Ask for the name, address and phone number of the caller. Check them out with the Village, Better Business 
Bureau or research them on the internet. 

You can find out if a charity is registered with the state by checking with the Attorney Generals Charitable Trust 
Bureau at 312-814-2595. 

 2009   VEHICLE STICKERS  

Went on sale MAY 1, 2009. Stickers must be displayed by June 30th 

or you risk being fined. 

Pet Tags are also available 

  

http://www.abiservices.com/


 

Are You Unemployed Due to a Recent 

Layoff?  

You May be Eligible for Free Tuition at 

Triton College 

Triton College has received $1.6 million funding for 

training programs funded through the American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act. These funds are 

awarded through POET from the U.S. Department of 

Labor and are managed as part of the Workforce 

Investment Act. 

   The funding allows Triton to provide training to 

dislocated workers and assist with their placement in 

sustainable wage employment upon completion of their 

training period. Both credit and noncredit certificate 

programs are represented in the menu of training 

programs available. Training programs are available in 

health, technology, hospitality, and green jobs. 

Participant assessment will help applicants identify 

training areas that align with their needs and career 

interests. All participants will receive training in 

Microsoft Office programs, as computer literacy is an increasing requirement in the workplace. All participants will also be assessed 

for and receive the National Career Readiness Certificate. This is an employability certificate that demonstrates to prospective 

employers the participant's competence-level in work-related core areas. 

For more information, please call the Triton College TRAC Office at 708 456-0300, Ext. 3331. 

  From ComEd 

If you've got an older, working second refrigerator or freezer keeping your soda pop or ice cream cold, 

chances are itôs an energy hog. In fact, most second refrigerators or freezers are 15 years or older and use up 

to 5 times more electricity than newer models. That means you could be wasting as much as $150 a year in 

electricity! 

For a limited time, through ComEdôs Smart Ideas for Your Home program, ComEd will pay you $25 for 

your old, working fridge or freezer, pick it up for FREE and recycle it in an environmentally responsible 

way (View our recycling process video to learn more). We'll also pick up and recycle your old working 

room air conditioners when we come to get your refrigerator or freezer.  

To qualify, you must be a ComEd residential delivery services customer, and your fridge or freezer must 

meet these minimum requirements:  

¶ Between 10 and 30 cubic feet in size.  

¶ Empty and working at the time of pick-up.  

¶ Accessible with a clear path for removal by contractor*. 

So get rid of these old inefficient appliances - and the costs that go with them. Enroll online or call us to 

schedule a pick-up at 1-888-806-2273. 

http://www.comed.com/homesavings/programsincentives/recycling_process.htm
http://www.comed.com/homesavings/programsincentives/ap_redirect.htm


Street Light Maintenance 

Use ComED's convenient online service to 

report a street light outage. To report a 

problem, just complete the  form by clicking 

the link below: 

Residential - Street Light Maintenance 

Request  

WELCOME TO RIVER GROVE:   "Please 

Pardon Our Dustò  

    As the Village moves forward with this process, individual 

property owners have chosen to sell their business parcels to new 

owners.  In the past, these new owners were not required to include 

the Villageôs Comprehensive Plan into their plans.  With the 

Comprehensive Plan and new Zoning Code in place, the Village has 

become an active participant in the development process.   While 

development proposals are reviewed and revised, the property may 

sit idle as property owners and Village administrators identify a 

balance between the owners interests and the Villageôs current and 

long-term interests.  This is one reason why you are seeing vacant lots 

along Grand Avenue.  Of course, the real estate market and winter 

season further explain why certain projects have not been able to 

proceed. 

   Currently, plans are in place for the commercial development of 

the 8311-8315 parcels of Grand Avenue (the former ñEnterprise Car 

Rentalò site).  The property owner has worked with the Village to 

create a project that will address the priorities of the Village while, at 

the same time, meeting the investorôs concerns.  Other vacant parcels 

are currently under review for redevelopment, which will be 

reported on as plans become more concrete. 

Letôs face it; things donôt always happen as swiftly as we may prefer, 

especially when the government is concerned.  But, when it comes to 

redevelopment, added caution and deliberation now will benefit 

River Grove now and for generations to come.  Your continued 

patience with this process is greatly appreciated.  If you have any 

specific questions on the redevelopment efforts, you may contact 

(708)453-8000, or monitor this newsletter for future reports on the 

Villageôs redevelopment efforts 

  

        Is 

Here !!! 

You can now make payments  to the 

Village of River Grove via E-PAY by 

clicking on the logo. 

E-Pay is a safe and secure electronic payment 

program that allows you to pay bills 24 hours a day, 

seven days a week without leaving your home. 

Agencies that offer E-Pay may accept credit cards, 

bank cards and/or electronic checks over the counter, 

online or by phone. The service is provided by the 

State Treasurer's Office free-of-charge . 

Bills accepted: 
Utility Bill - Parking Ticket -  Ordinance -  

Violations-C Ticket No Court Appearance 

Need more information? 

Visit   E-PAY  FAQ's 

Leyden Township Community Center has many exciting programs for the 

whole family! All River Grove residents are always in district. Call 

847.451.5144 to receive a brochure. 

14 Years and counting!   RIVER GROVE DESIGNATED  ñTree City USAò  

This honor was once again given to the Village River Grove by the National Arbor Day Foundation for the care and 

planting of our public trees. Credit for this award goes to the Beautification Committeeôs leadership, the sweat of the 

Public Works Department, and the continued support of our Village Board. 

The ñTree City USAò flag will continue to fly proudly at the gazebo! 

http://www.comed.com/customerservice/outage/streetlight/streetlightform.htm
http://www.comed.com/customerservice/outage/streetlight/streetlightform.htm
http://www.illinoisepay.com/make-a-payment.shtml
http://www.illinoisepay.com/make-a-payment.shtml
http://www.illinoisepay.com/epay/GetSite?cmd=get&siteId=648


From the Public Works Department 

Contact Public Works at 452-7055 

   AS THE SEASONS CHANGE, SO DO VILLAGE 

SERVICES 

YARD WASTE  
Monday, November 30th will be the last home yard waste pick up 

by our contractor.  Yard waste pick-up will resume on Monday, 

April 5th. 

REMIND ER: Leaves are not to be raked into the street. (This 

law is enforced to keep our street storm sewers clear.)  Leaves must 

be put into your ñred Xò yard waste cans, biodegradable yard waste 

bags (no plastic bags), or you can drop them off  for free on 

weekends at the Public Works Yard, 8300 Center St. The Yard will 

be open Saturdays and Sundays, 10 AM to 4 PM, from October 

24
th
 to November 29th for those residents wishing to drop off 

leaves.  *All garden waste (tomato vines, plants) must be put into 

yard waste containers, not in piles on the ground. 

STREET SWEEPING 
By ordinance, the parking restriction for this program stops 

December 1
st
 and resumes April 1

st
.  The sweeper will continue 

rounds if needed and weather permitting.  All village alleys are 

swept in the off-season. 

SNOW REMOVAL    
Signs are posted on all side streets, ñNo Parkingò after 2ò Snow 

Fall.  This is when our snow plowing operation goes into effect.  

Starting with the main streets, our crews will work their way onto 

your block, first plowing the even address side of the street (except 

for Finley Av that is reversed).  We ask that when the even address 

side is cleared to the curb; you move your vehicle onto the even 

side so that the odd address side of the street can be cleared.  This 

ordinance will be enforced. Please obey these parking restrictions, 

as one illegally parked vehicle will cause three parking spots not to 

be cleared.  ñMove your car and we will show you a curb.ò 

Confused About Holiday Garbage Pick-up Day? 
With a few exceptions, garbage pick-up for all single-family homes 

in River Grove is on Mondays.  However, by our haulers union 

rules, if any of  the following holidays falls on a Monday, 

Memorial Day, Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanksgiving, 

Christmas Day, or New Years Day, the pick-up day is pushed 

back to Tuesday.  

Howôs Your Can? 
If you have a problem with a cracked lid or broken wheel on your 

96-gallon brown garbage can, call the Roy Strom Company at 

(708)344-5000. These garbage cans are leased from Strom and will 

be repaired or replaced if necessary within a ten-day period by 

Strom. 

 

REMINDER FROM THE WATER 

DEPARTMENT:  

To All Commercial Building Owners 
Have you had your backflow prevention device tested 

this year? A federal mandate issued to protect public 

water systems from contamination is the installation of 

backflow prevention devices where needed. Our village 

program includes all commercial buildings and all 

apartments over six flats. These devices should be 

inspected annually by an authorized plumber and results 

sent to the Village. This ordinance will be enforced.    

Would you like An Indoor Pool?   
Water pipes can freeze and burst from the cold. Is your 

home water system ready for that cold weather? Just a 

reminder from the Water Department to make sure all 

exterior wall pipes are insulated or have exposure to heat 

and not hidden behind that new remodeling job. This also 

includes water and drain pipes located in crawl spaces. In 

prolonged sub-zero weather it is recommended to have 

water trickle from a faucet as running water will not 

freeze.   

ALL VILLAGE EMPLOYEES HAVE 

PHOTO IDôs 

Please, if any stranger, claiming to work for the 

village, wants to enter your home or business, 

ALWAYS ASK FOR IDENTIFICATION . 

All village employees have been issued a 

picture I.D. and will gladly present it if asked. 

Know who you are letting into your home or 

business. 

Important Ordinances to 

Remember  

Motor Driven or Electric Cycles & Scooters 
Dangerous or Vicious Animals 

Commercial Vehicles 
Fire Pits 

Pets 

Violation of any Village ordinance can result in a 
fine.  
You can find copies of these ordinances in their 
entirety at the Village Administrative Office. or you 
may view them on the Police Department Page by 

clicking here Ordinances 

http://vorg.us/3-dept/polic.htm


  

DEVASTATING TREE KILLER INSECTS DISCOVERED IN RIVER GROVE. Emerald Ash 

Borers were discovered in town last summer. These narrow, half inch long, green insects bore ñDò shaped holes in 
the trunk and branches of ash trees, eventually killing them (only ash trees). Our Public Works Department has 
and will continue to inspect all ash trees planted on Village parkways. For more information on the Emerald Ash 
Borer, stop by the Village Hall to pick-up a free EAB brochure and view EAB posters. As always, we ask that our 
residents to alert us with any tree problems or concerns they may have. 

Cooling/Warming Center 

The cooling/warming center is located in the 
River Grove Senior Community Center, 
2621 Thatcher Avenue, next to the Police 
Department.  The cooling center will be 
open on any day when the actual 
temperature or the heat index exceeds 96 
degrees.  Requests for access to the center 
will be honored, regardless of temperature, 
anytime the need arises, primarily for River 
Grove residents, however, no one in need 
will be turned away.  Please check in at the 
Police Department for access to the center. 

CO DETECTOR PROGRAM 

Mayor May and Citizens for May anticipate the launching of a CO 
Detector Program which is an expansion of the Smoke Detector 
Program initiated in 2001.  Under the program, qualified residents 
may request that the Fire Department install a CO Detector in 
appropriate and required locations in their residence.  Although Illinois 
law now mandates that all residential properties have properly 
installed CO detectors, if you have not installed the detectors, Mayor 
May and Citizens for May encourage you to participate in this 
program for your familyôs personal safety.  All requested installations 
will be scheduled in the order received and will be dependent upon 
delivery of the CO detectors ordered by the Fire Department. 

  River Grove Building Department 

We realize what an expense and often complicated procedure a remodeling or new construction project can be, so we 
want you to know we are available to help you. A simple phone call to 708-453-8007 will connect you to the Building 
Department where questions can be answered regarding building codes, permits, zoning and contractors. 

Permits must be obtained for any work exceeding $100 in value except painting, decorating or landscaping. All 
contractors involved must have a River Grove business license for your project. 

The River Grove Building Department works to protect the public health, safety and welfare in all new and existing 
structures. The Department strives to enforce life safety standards by reviewing building plans, issuing building 
permits and inspecting buildings during various stages of construction. 

Obtaining a building permit is an IMPORTANT safety step. The permit process allows the building department to 
reduce potential hazards of unsafe construction, ensure that building codes are met and appropriate materials are 
used. Remember to apply for a permit before starting construction or remodeling work. 

If you are uncertain about permit requirements for your project, please call the Building Department at 708-453-8007. 

                                                                                     Rod Apida,  
Building Commissioner 

Attention Pet Owners 

Please remember 
to: 

Clean up animal waste in your yard in a timely manner. 
When walking your dog on public property, clean up waste immediately. 
Leash your dog or cat when it is out of your yard. 
Make sure all pets have current shots, proper identification, and a village issued animal 
tag. If your dog is in your yard make sure there is fresh water and plenty of shade.  Do 
not leave a dog outside if you are not at home.   
Please be kind to your neighbors ï donôt let your dog bark uncontrollably.  

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Friends of River Grove History 
Grace Church 
Grace United Church 
River Grove Lions Club 
River Grove School 

Leyden Community Center  
Rhodes School 
River Grove American Legion  
River Grove Bible Church 

Whatôs Happening at St. 
Cyprian! 
Triton College 
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Whatôs New @ Your Library? 

River Grove American Legion  
Meetings are held each month on the 4

th
 Tuesday 

at 7:30 p.m. at the Legion Hall located at 8664 West 
Grand Avenue in River Grove.  Each year the 

profits from our Card & Bunco Party are used to 
assist veterans at Hines Hospital.  Recent 

purchases include 10,000 ñNurse Advise Magnetsò, 
and a mounting arm for a control unit for wheelchair 
bound veterans.  These gifts totaled over $2000.  
We also visit with the veterans, playing Bingo with 

them six times a year. For information about 
meetings or how you can help the auxiliary please 

call Isabella Burwell at (847)455-2099 or Doris 
Zoske at (708)453-8755.  

 

Neighbors Helping 
Neighbors 

This column will focus on local 
organizations who find supplemental ways 
of raising funds. Many offer the taxpayer a 
direct benefit of  tax savings by funding 
programs without raising taxes.  So help 
yourself while helping others. 

Go Green 

 
Recycle Printer Cartridges and  

Used Cell Phones 

Please donate your empty printer cartridges and 
used cell phones to River Grove School and 
weôll take it from there! We will recycle the 
cartridges and cell phones through 
FundingFactory to earn new technology 
equipment. Cell phones and cartridges can be 
dropped off in the Computer Lab, Room 205 or at 
the District Office. 
FundingFactory also sponsors a businesses 
support program, where your employer can help 
out our school without spending a cent. Prepaid 
shipping boxes can be sent, free of charge, 
directly to any business, organization. Business 
supporters simply need to load the boxes and 
leave them for the next UPS pickup. If you work 
for a company that may be interested in 

The River Grove Historical 
Commission 

Historical House and Barn Tours 

For tours of the house and barn please 
contact the Village office. Tours are by 
appointment only. The Historical House 
and Barn are located at 8455 West Grand 
Avenue. 

ñRecipes and Memoriesò Cookbook 

Available at the Village Hall is the cookbook 
ñRecipes and Memoriesò produced by the River 
Grove Historical Commission and the Friends of 
River Grove History.  It is available for purchase 
and all proceeds benefit the Historical House.  

Rice Pudding              Submitted by 



Kathryn Compell 

5 c. milk                         ½ c. sugar         
6 eggs                           ½ c. white raisins 
2 c. cooked rice                 1 Tbsp. butter 

pinch of salt              cinnamon         

       Mix eggs, milk, salt and sugar.  In a 
greased 6x9-inch glass pan, put in the 
cooked rice and raisins.  Carefully spoon in 
the milk mixture.  Dot a little butter on top.  
Sprinkle with cinnamon.  Bake for 45 
minutes at 350 degrees. 

 

supporting us, please call FundingFactory toll-free 
at 1.888.883.8237. Give the customer service 
representative our school identification number, 
15857 and theyôll set you up to support our 
account. 

POP CAN TABS 

Next time you open a can Pull that can Tab off 
and give it to a student. River Grove School 
collects them to help fund programs. 

 

Save those BOXTOPS and give them to 
your favorite student to bring to school.  

You may also join Boxtops where buying 
from your favorite retailers earns your 
school extra cash. 

Schools saving boxtops 

Bethlehem Lutheran School 

River Grove Elementary School   

Rhodes School 

St. Cyprian School 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran School  ID 3533 

sale date|time: Mon 10/19/2009 5:00pm 

order by: Thur, 10/15/09 at 11:00pm  

  

River Grove Elementary School ID 3578 

sale date|time: Fri 10/09/2009 4:45 p.m. 

order by: Tue, 10/06/09 at 11:00pm  

  

Rhodes School   ID5346 

sale date|time: Thur 10/15/2009 4:00pm 

order by: Mon, 10/12/09 at 11:00pm  

  

St. Cyprian School   ID 1713 

Sale date|time: Sat 10/10/2009 9:30am 

order by: Wed, 10/07/09 at 11:00pm  
 

 
 

 

 

Oven Baked Apple Pancakes      
Submitted by Monica Tomaschek 

4 eggs, beaten  
1 c. milk  
1 c. all purpose 
flour  
¼ tsp. salt 

1 Tbsp. cinnamon 
3 tart apples, cored and cut into 
slices 
¼ c. butter 
½ c. sugar 

Combine eggs, milk, flour and salt; beat with 
wisk or rotary beater until smooth.  Combine 
sugar and cinnamon; toss with apples to coat.  
Grease two 9-inch pie plates with butter.  Put 
half of the apples in each pie plate.  Pour half of 
the batter over apples in each plate.  Bake at 
375 degrees for 30-35 minutes or until light 
brown.  Serve hot. 

   Even through the floods we went through, 
people seemed to come out and make new or 
renewed friendships.  We all pulled together.  
This was our favorite Saturday morning 

breakfast.  Try it ï youôll love it.    

River Grove Seniors 

The River Grove Senior Citizens Club, a non-
political, non-sectarian, non-profit organization 

is open to persons of both sexes who are 55 
years young or older.  Meetings are held the 

first and third Mondays of the month at twelve 
noon in the River Grove Senior Community 

Center, 2621 Thatcher Avenue, River Grove.  
Trips, entertainment, speakers, community 

service and various luncheons are part of the 
groups proceedings.  Bingo and card games are 
played after the meeting and light refreshments 

are served.  For more information please call 
Dorothea Leder at (708)453-9068. 



Veterans of Foreign Wars 

The VFW meets the second Monday of each month for fellowship, information, and charitable concerns.  Our 
meetings are held at the American Legion Hall, 8664 West Grand Avenue, River Grove.  Food is served for 
the members at 6:45 p.m. and the meeting begins at 7:30p.m. 
There also is an active VFW Auxiliary Unit, which meets at the Hall on the first Tuesday of each month at 
7:30 p.m.  Additional information about the VFW can be obtained by calling the Commander Paul Calabrese 
at (708)257-0486. 

River Grove Food Pantry 

The River Grove Food Pantry wishes to thank the 
following organizations and people who have most 

generously contributed to the pantry. 
To all the River Grove Seniors who drop off food in 

the office, thank you all. We will help any River 
Grove resident with two proofs of residency. Our 

hours are 9-11:30 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. You can reach the pantry by telephone 

at 708-453-1818 or through the village office at 708-
453-8000. 

River Grove Chamber of 
Commerce 

Are you a new business in town?  Consider joining 
the  River Grove Chamber of Commerce.  

Lunchtime meetings are held on a monthly basis 
featuring informative speakers.  Get to know your 
fellow business men and women, and meet the 

local officials.  Please contact Vicki Bellavia from 
the Chamber of Commerce.  She can be reached 
at 708-452-8259 or rivergrovechamber@yahoo.com  

for more information. 

RHODES SCHOOL DISTRICT 84.5    
 
 

River Grove School 

 
Sept 30, 2009 7:00 pm  PTA Room Rep 
Welcome 
Oct 13, 2009 7:00 pm  Board of Education 
Meeting 
Oct 15, 2009 7:00 pm  PTA Meeting 
Oct 27, 2009 7:00 pm  Board of Education 
Meeting 
Nov 10, 2009 7:00 pm  Board of Education 
Meeting 
Nov 13, 2009 4:45 pm ð 6:00 pm  Market 
Day 
Nov 19, 2009 7:00 pm  PTA Meeting 
Nov 20, 2009 12:30 pm - 3:00 pm  RGMO's 
Afternoon of Activities 
Nov 24, 2009 7:00 pm  Board of Education 
Meeting 
Nov 26, 2009 No School  Thanksgiving Day - 
No School 
 

STRATEGIES TO HELP YOUR 
CHILD LEARN TO READ 
Reading is one of the most important skills we develop and use as adults.  There are ways that you can work 
with your child to show them how important reading is while building their skill level at the same time. 
Begin by looking through the book and talk about what it is about.  Ask your child to describe the pictures 
and guess what will happen next.  Read the book aloud to your child pointing to each word.  Then begin to 
have your child ñechoò read.  This is accomplished by reading the sentence first while pointing to each word 
and then giving the child the opportunity to do the same.  Donôt forget to tell them what a great job they are 
doing!  After trying ñechoò reading, you may wish to try ñchoralò reading.  ñChoralò reading is where you and 
your child read together while pointing to each word.  When your child is feeling confident, have them read 
the book aloud to you.  Before trying this, you may wish to ñchoralò read together many times before 
attempting this step. 

mailto:rivergrovechamber@yahoo.com


By following these strategies, you can make reading a fun activity for both of you while passing on a skill that 
will open new worlds to your child. 

 

Bethlehem Lutheran Goes "Classical" 

Bethlehem Lutheran School in River Grove has begun a new era in its 108-year history as it joins 
with an elite group of schools that use the classical education model.  ñClassical education has 
actually been around for a long time. It was started by the Greeks, and was the model for education 
in all of Western civilization until just a few decades ago. Itôs the kind of education men like 
Washington and Jefferson received. Students who receive a classical education are well-read, since 
quality literature is the basis for the reading curriculum. Math facts are rigorously taught, without use 
of calculators, and Latin is taught alongside English grammar. Some parents are a little scared to 
hear their children will be learning Latin, but we teach it in a very friendly way, and studies have 
shown that those with a Latin background consistently score higher on standardized tests.ò 

Those interested in learning more about classical education are invited to call the school or visit 
their website at www.bethlehemrivergrove.org. Bethlehem is one of two Lutheran schools in the area 
that are following the classical education model. Bethlehem has classes for grades pre-3 through 
grade eight, including the choice of full- or half-day kindergarten. Registration for the 2008-09 school 
year began March 3. 

Whatôs Happening at St. Cyprian! 

 http://www.stcyprian.org.  

 

Guerin Prep News  

Guerin College Preparatory High 
School  www.guerinprep.org.   8001 W. 
Belmont Avenue 

GUERIN PREP PARENTôS CLUB 
29TH ANNUAL HOLIDAY CRAFT SHOW 

DATE: SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2009 
LOCATION: Guerin Prep 
8001 W. Belmont Avenue 

River Grove, IL 60171 Phone: (708) 453-
6233 

SHOW HOURS: 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
Triton College  

October 3 for the Triton College Fall Family Fun Fest - Crafters are Invited 

Triton College will be hosting a day of entertainment, food, and fun on Saturday, Oct. 3, 2009, from 10 
a.m.-3 p.m. in the Triton College Botanical Gardens. 

Activities to engage the entire family while highlighting the college's outstanding faculty, programs, 
and facilities will be available. Children and parents alike will enjoy our special plantings, craft area, 
corn maze, pumpkin patch and more! 
Crafters, you are invited to participate in the Arts and Crafts area with your specialty items. The cost 
is only $40 for a 6-foot craft table. Interested parties can contact the Triton College Foundation at 
(708) 456-0300, Ext. 3730, to reserve a spot.For more information on the Fall Family Fun Fest, please 
call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3220. 

Triton College Presents Bleacher Bums 

The Triton College Visual, Performing and Communication Arts Department will stage Bleacher 
Bums, at 8 p.m., Oct. 9-10 and Oct. 15-17, and at 2 p.m., Oct. 11 and 18, in the Cox Auditorium 
Theater, (J Building, Room J-108), located on the west side of Triton's main campus, 2000 Fifth Ave., 
River Grove. 

In the bleachers at Chicago's Wrigley Field, die hard Cubs fans root for their team. The group 
includes a rabid cheerleader, a blind man who follows the game by transistor radio and does his own 
play-by-play, a bathing beauty, a nerd and various other bleacher denizens 

http://www.stcyprian.org/
http://www.guerinprep.org/


   Bleacher Bums is conceived by Joe Mantegna; written by The Organic Theatre Company; directed 
by Greg Kolack; and produced by special arrangement with Samuel French, Inc., New York City. 
   Tickets are $10 for students, faculty, staff and senior citizens and $12 for the general public. 
   For more information or to reserve tickets, call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3247. 

Triton College Holds Open Auditions for The Foreigner 

Triton College is holding auditions for a funny farce, The Foreigner by Larry Shue. 
   The performance will be directed by Linda Kravitz. Roles are available for five men - four in their 
30s or 40s who can handle an accent - British or southern, and one teenage male. Also needed are 
two women - a young ingénue and an elderly Georgia country innkeeper. 

Actors should prepare one humorous monologue and bring their headshot and resume. Auditions 
are by appointment Oct. 20 and 22 from 7-9 p.m. in the Cox Auditorium Theater, (J Building, Room J-
108), located on the west side of Triton's main campus, 2000 Fifth Ave., River Grove. 
   The production runs Dec. 4-13. Rehearsals begin Oct 26. 
   For more information or to schedule an audition, call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 3247. 

Triton's Cernan Center Announces New Show Schedule 

Children and adults alike can add enjoyment to their leisure time by attending a program at Triton 
College's Cernan Earth and Space Center. The latest schedule, which runs July 31-Aug. 30, 2009, is 
as follows: 

Show Descriptions 

Stellar Extremes and Skywatcher's Guide - 7:30 p.m.  Fridays and Saturdays  This program explores 
the dynamics of stellar interiors, encounters some of the most unusual stars, and finds out what it 
takes to solve stellar mysteries from light years away. 

Laser POP ROX and Pop Rock 2 Mini Laser Show - 9 p.m., Fridays and Saturdays  
This laser show features 14 pop rock hits from artists such as Christina Aguilera, 'NSYNC, Pink, 
Mandy Moore, Britney Spears, and Backstreet Boys. 

Pop Rock 2 Mini Laser Show The Skywatcher's Guide  This series of monthly mini-shows (a new 
edition is produced each month) will keep you up-to-date on what's happening in the current sky. 
This sampling of songs from the Cernan Center's collection of laser light shows features "The Lion 
Sleeps Tonight," "Purple People Eater," and "When I'm Sixty-four." Once in a Blue Moon Why does 
the Moon seem to follow you? Why can you see it in the daytime? What causes the different shapes 
of the Moon? What is a blue Moon? Find the answer to all these lunar questions in this new 
children's show.  

Children's Show: Once in a Blue Moon and Friendly Stars Mini-show - 2 p.m., Sundays 
Why does the Moon seem to follow you? Why can you see it in the daytime? What causes the 
different shapes of the Moon? What is a blue Moon? Find the answer to all these lunar questions in 
this new children's show.  
The Friendly Stars This children's mini-show introduces young audiences to the sun, planets, stars 
and constellations. 

Family Show: The Xtra Terrestrial Files, Skywatcher's Guide and Legends of Rock Mini Laser - 3 p.m., 
Sundays The Xtra Terrestrial Files  This multimedia program explores one of our greatest modern 
mysteries - the possibility that extraterrestrial beings traveling in alien spacecraft have visited the 
Earth. 

Laser Light Shows 
These shows blend multicolored laser beams and exciting visual effects to the beat of rock music for 
an entertaining adventure in sight and sound. The Cernan Center's laser light shows now feature a 
state-of-the-art laser projection system offering brighter, more dazzling laser images and many visual 
capabilities. Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for senior citizens 55 and older and children ages 2 to 12. 



Students with a current Triton ID and children ages 2 and under will be admitted for free, courtesy of 
TCSA. 
   For more information on Cernan Center programs, field trips or events, call (708) 456-0300, Ext. 
3372. For program information, call (708) 583-3100, or visit the Cernan Center's Web site at 
www.triton.edu/cernan. 
   All shows, dates, times and costs are subject to change. 
Grace United Church   

Grace Church in River Grove at 2600 Budd Street invites you to worship services, Sundays at 10:30 
AM. We are very excited to have a screen and projector which assists in Praise Singing and sermon 
topics. 
Grace Choir meets the 1st and 2nd Sundays at 10 AM in the sanctuary for rehearsal, lifting up music 
on the 2nd Sunday. 
We will be hosting a Luncheon Sat 5/16 with entertainment by the Triton Alumni Choir. Details will 
follow in the local paper. 
Visit our website www.gracechurchrivergrove.org for more information on our programs and events. 
Church ph 708-453-7016(leave a message) Pastors Jeff Haynes and Cliff Allcorn. 

River Grove Bible Church 
  If you have any questions please call Pastor Richard Wahl at (708)453-1290 or e-mail 

rgbible@sbcglobal.net.  You can also visit our website at www.rgbible.org. 

Leyden Township Community Center News 

All River Grove residents are in district.  For more information, or to register please call (847) 451-
5144 or stop in at 2620 Mannheim Road, Franklin Park. 

Childrenôs Programs 

Cochairoôs Movie Night: First Friday of each month, 6:00PM-8:00PM, Ages 5-12, $5 ($7 O/D). Kids 
could enjoy a movie on our big screen projector, eat pizza & have a soft drink, while Mom & Dad can 
have 2 hours for themselves (Priceless).  Itôs a great way for the younger children to feel 
independent. 

Senior Programs (55 or Better) 

Senior Exercise Class: Tues. & Thurs., 9:00-10:00AM, Free!  Open to Leyden Township residents 
only. Open enrollment, start anytime.  

Adult Programs 

Clubs 

Rubber Stamping Club: First Thursday of every month, 6:30-8:30PM, adults only Free. 
Knitting & Crocheting Club: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 12:00-3:30PM, adults only, Free. 

To avoid cancellations due to low enrollment please register at least 7 days prior to the date of the 
class. We often have to cancel a class due a shortage of students by only 1 person.  

 River Grove Lions Club 

Our club is dedicated to helping those less fortunate.  Our humanitarian services include assisting 
those in need with the purchase of eyeglasses and hearing aids, collection of used eyeglasses for 
Lions International, assistance to the River Grove Food Pantry, Easter Baskets for students at the 
Lighthouse for the Blind, purchasing necessary supplies for use at the Farnsworth School, Candy 
Day Fund drive and promoting programs for our Community including Presidential Classroom 
through East Leyden High School 

The past several months have been very busy for our club.  Fundraisers, like our Annual Fall Fish 
Boil are an important part of raising funds to meet our humanitarian goals.  We also held a 
successful fundraiser for an ailing member of our community, we made financial donations to all four 

http://www.triton.edu/cernan
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of our local grade schools, and will be making a sizable donation to Sight First II, an International 
Lions program helping to improve sight related services.  Our members will be meeting to put 
together 100 Easter baskets to be delivered to the Lighthouse for the Blind.  We will be inducting 
three new members in April and will be hosting a dinner to honor the widows of former members in 
the Month of May.  We will be looking to raise more funds to support our programs, as well as 
developing a community-based project for the benefit of the Village of River Grove.  If you would like 
to help us help others, contact Lion Joe Compell at (708)453-8000 for more information.  Have a great 
spring! 

River Grove Library 

Computer Classes River Grove 
Public Library 

Back by popular demand. our  Adult 
Computer Sessions have returned! 

 
When: 

Thursdays                                                  
Date: October 1st - December 

10th                   
Time: 7:00PM - 7:45PM  &  7:45PM - 

8:30PM 
 

Get the computer skills you want to learn in 
one-on-one classes. Sign-up at the 

circulation desk or call to register today! 
River Grove Public Library District 

8638 W. Grand Ave. 
River Grove, IL 60171 

(708) 453-4484 

 

 

 

Free Tutoring 

FOR: Grammar School Students in 
Reading or Math classes 

WHERE: River Grove Public Library 

(Tentative Schedule) 
WHEN: September - December 
MONDAYS TUESDAYS SATURDAYS 
4:30-8:30PM 4:30-6PM 1:30-3:30PM 

Additional Information: 
-Call or Come into the library the Last 

Week of August for the days and times 
Math and Reading Tutors will be available. 

-Sign Up is required 
-First Come First Serve Basis. 

-Tutors are from Concordia University. 

  

  

 


